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SUBJECT: Request for Demarche on Friends of Rwanda 


1. This is an action request. See para 4. 


2. summary. The world bank has agreed to chair a 
meeting of donors on Rwanda in Paris on Tuesday, 

September 27. The meeting will take place prior to a 
formal Friends of Burundi meeting scheduled for September 


28. The focus of the meeting will be to assess the state 
of Rwanda' s economy and to review donors assistance 
plans, including bilateral and multilateral arrearages . 
we request that posts make a demarche to other possible 
major donors to rwanda to attend, the informal rwanda 
meeting. text of talking points is in para 4 . end 
summary. 


3. World Bank officials decided on Monday, September 12 
to chair an informal donors meeting on rwanda in paris on 
tuesday, September 27 just prior to the September 28 
friends of burundi meeting. The rwanda meeting will not 
include GOR officials, possible because some of the donor 
countries have not officially recognized the new 
government of rwanda. The meeting's agenda would include 
an assessment of the economic situation in rwanda and of 


specific assistance required to assist the rwandans in 


rebuilding their country. In addition, the IBRD wou 
would like to explore the possibility of clearing 


^classified 


arrearages, arrearages International 

Development Association (IDA) total nearly usd 4 
.million. IDA cannot provide any new monies to rwanda 
until these arrearages are cleared. 

4. action requested: post should make a demarche to 

appropriate senior-level officials to urge their 
government to send a high-level official to the informal 
donors meeting on rwanda. to be most useful, we would 
appreciate having a response by oob Washington September 
22. post should draw on talking points below: 

talking points 

— The world bank has agreed to chair an informal donors 
meeting on rwanda on tuesday, September 27 in paris, the 
day before the formal friends of burundi meeting. 

— We strongly urge your government to send a high-level 
official to the rwanda meeting and to the friends of 
burundi meeting scheduled for the following day- 

— At the Rwanda meeting, donors will assess economic 
assistance required to restart rwanda' s economy- In 
addition, world bank officials would like to explore the 
possibility of clearing arrearages to the International 
Development Association (IDA) so that IDA will be able to 
provide assistance to rwanda in the future- total 
arrears to IDA are nearly usd 4 million. 

— for rwanda, it is essential to restore order and 
provide security of person and property; rebuild basic 
infrastructure and reinstate basic government services, 
bilateral and multilateral donors can assist rwandans in 
accomplishing these goals. 

— The informal Rwanda donors meeting on economic 
assistance should provide important coordination for 
efforts to assist Rwandans in rebuilding their country - 

— It is imperative that donors collaborate as quickly as 
possible with fast-disbersing assistance and agree upon 
priorities for a recovery plan for Rwanda as well as on 
the minimal conditions required to effectively utilize 
donor assistance. 

— It is important to work toward creating conditions for 
the earliest possible voluntary return of Rwandan 
refugees consistent with security concerns and their 
physical well-being. The Rwanda meeting is a good start 

5. minimize considered. 
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